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teenth night, an eclipse comes. As many people as
were in the assembly began to put their fore-fingers
between their teeth,1 saying [to themselves] " How
could such a hag subdue the affections of this young
man 1" The eyes of all were turned in that direction.
Disregarding the amusements of the entertainment,
they began to attend only to this strange spectacle.
Some apart observed, " 0 friends, there is an antago-
nism between love and reason! what judgment cannot
conceive, this cursed love will show. You must behold
LaiR with the eyes of Mcynun"* All present ex-
claimed, " Very true, that is the fact."

According to the directions of the lady, I devoted
myself to attending on my guests; and although the
young merchant pressed me to eat and drink equally
with himself, yet I refrained from fear of the fair
[one's displeasure], and did not give myself up to
eating and drinking, or the pleasures of the entertain-
ment. I pleaded the duties of hospitality as my ex-
cuse for not joining him [in the good cheer]. In this
scene of festivity three nights and days passed away,
On the fourth night,3 the young merchant said to me
with extreme fondness, " I now beg to take my leave;
for your good sake I have utterly neglected my affairs
these three days, and have attended you. Pray do
you also sit near me for a moment, and rejoice my
heart/' I in my own heart imagined that " if I do

1  A sign of afflicting surprise.

2  Mqgmn, a lover famed in eastern romance, who long pined in unpro-
fitable lore for LaiU, an ugly hard-hearted mistress.   The loves of Yumf
and Zulaim, Khusru and Shlrin, also of Lam and Majnun, are the fertile
themes of Persian romance.

8 The M'uhammadans reckon their day from sunset.